
MINUTES

St. Clair County Board of Commissioners
Human Services Committee

 
Board of Commissioners' Room

County Administrative Office Building, 2nd Floor
200 Grand River Avenue

Port Huron, MI 48060
 

March 3, 2022 at 6:00 PM

1. Roll Call/Opening/Pledge of Allegiance

Commissioner Bohm called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.
 
Commissioners Present: Greg McConnell, Duke Dunn, Dave Rushing, Dave Vandenbossche and Jeff
Bohm
 
Commissioners Absent: Jorja Baldwin and Lisa Beedon
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

2. Additions/Deletions/Changes to the Agenda

Moved by Greg McConnell, supported by Duke Dunn, to approve the agenda as presented. Carried -
Voice Vote 5-0. Ayes: Bohm, Dunn, McConnell, Rushing, Vandenbossche.

3. Citizens to be Heard

Kim Hortop - Yale water meters, crosswalks, marijuana facility
Mary Platt - yielded time
Shawn Treadaway - lack of communication, leadership and guidance
Lauren Martin - separate health department positions
Carolyn Richards - Health Advisory Board and minutes and authority
Steve Richards - yielded time
Tim Parker - suggested an invocation be given at meetings, include a faith minded individual on
BOC, countywide public meeting
Joseph McNufs - change procedures, allow greater communication
Pam Binsfield - overview of past 2 years, conspiracy theories, 2-party system
Larry VanBeek - yielded time



Helen Hermes - Open Meetings Act, vetting candidates
Mary Powell - research candidates before elections, some Commissioners need to be replaced,
Times Herald coverage, hatred in the community
Kim Van Baak - history of Health Department position, increase in percentage of mental health
issues and suicide, learn from mistakes
Tracy Birgy - represent kids and do better for them
Dawn Schafer - thank you for splitting position, change in milestone charts, lack of nursing home
visitation
Alyce Carl - letter read supporting splitting of Health Director positions
Jessica Schulte - letter read supporting separating Health Director positions
Vicky Ames - letter read in support of Dr. Mercatante and Health Department
Diane Horn - letter read in support of Dr. Mercatante
Sandy Mangan - letter read in support of Dr. Mercatante
Rebecca Paull - letter read in support of Dr. Mercatante
Mary Spencer - letter read in support of Dr. Mercatante
Kathleen Madaj - letter read opposing splitting Health Director positions
Marilyn Tipa - letter read in support of Dr. Mercatante
Ashley Castello - letter read in support of Health Department

All letters attached to the minutes

4. Updates

None

5. Conceptual Initiatives

None

6. Old Business

None

7. New Business

8. Other Human Services Matters

None

A. Community Mental Health Board - Reappointments

Moved by Duke Dunn, supported by David Rushing, to forward to the Regular Board meeting the
recommendation to reappoint Lori Ames, District 7; Anthony Essian, Member at Large; and Martha
Partipilo, Member at Large, to the Community Mental Health Board each for a 3-year term expiring
03/31/2025. Carried - Voice Vote 5-0. Ayes: Bohm, Dunn, McConnell, Rushing, Vandenbossche.

9. Information Only

A. Health Department Points of Interest

Moved by David Rushing, supported by Duke Dunn, to receive and file item 9A as information
only. Carried - Voice Vote 5-0. Ayes: Bohm, Dunn, McConnell, Rushing, Vandenbossche.

10. Receive and File Packets



Moved by Duke Dunn, supported by Dave Vandenbossche, to receive and file packets and all information
received. Carried - Voice Vote 5-0. Ayes: Bohm, Dunn, McConnell, Rushing, Vandenbossche.

11. Adjournment

Moved by Dave Vandenbossche, supported by David Rushing, to adjourn at 7:01 p.m. Carried - Voice
Vote 5-0. Ayes: Bohm, Dunn, McConnell, Rushing, Vandenbossche.

Committee Chair: Lisa Beedon
 
Note: The County complies with the "Americans with Disabilities Act" and if auxiliary aids or services are
required at the meeting for individuals with disabilities, please contact Administrator/Controller's Office, Suite
203, 200 Grand River Avenue, Port Huron, MI 48060, (810) 989-6900 three days prior to said meeting.
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